
 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN 

The City of Starkville, Mississippi 
January 2, 2018 

 
Be it remembered that the Mayor and Board of Alderman met in a Regular Meeting on January 2, 2018 at 5:30 p.m. 
in the Courtroom of City Hall, located at 110 West Main Street, Starkville, MS.  Present were Mayor Lynn Spruill, 
Aldermen Ben Carver, Sandra Sistrunk, David Little, Jason Walker, Patrick Miller, Roy A.’ Perkins and Henry 
Vaughn, Sr.  Attending the Board were City Clerk / CFO Lesa Hardin and City Attorney Chris Latimer.   
 
Mayor Lynn Spruill opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance followed by a moment of silence.  
 
Mayor Lynn Spruill welcomed everyone to the first meeting of 2018 and asked for any revisions to the Official 
Agenda.  
 

REQUESTED REVISIONS TO THE OFFICIAL AGENDA: 
 
Alderman Perkins requested Item XI. C. 1. Claims Docket be removed from the consent agenda. 
 
1.  A MOTION TO APPROVE THE AGENDA WITH CONSENT ITEMS. 
 
Alderman Carver offered a motion, duly seconded by Alderman Little, to approve the January 2, 2018 Agenda. Mayor 
Spruill then read the consented items after which the Board voted as follows: 
 
Alderman Ben Carver   Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Sandra Sistrunk Voted:  Yea 
Alderman David Little   Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Jason Walker Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Patrick Miller  Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Roy A’. Perkins  Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Henry Vaughn, Sr.  Voted:  Yea 
 
Having received a majority affirmative vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried. 
 

 
 

OFFICIAL AGENDA OF 
THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN 

OF THE 
CITY OF STARKVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

 
 

REGULAR MEETING OF TUESDAY, JANUARY 2, 2018 
5:30 P.M., COURT ROOM, CITY HALL 

110 WEST MAIN STREET 
 

I. CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER 
 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND A MOMENT OF SILENCE  
 

III.  APPROVAL OF THE OFFICIAL AGENDA INCLUDING CONSENTED ITEMS 
 



 

IV. APPROVAL OF THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN MINUTES 
 

CONSIDERATION OF THE MINUTES OF DECEMBER  5, 2017 MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND 
BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF STARKVILLE, MS. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF THE MINUTES OF DECEMBER 15, 2017 MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND 
BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF STARKVILLE, MS. 

     
 V.       ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMENTS 
  

A. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: Recognition of Starkville Lady Yellowjackets as the 2016 – 2017 Class 6A State 
Basketball Champions. 

           
B. BOARD OF ALDERMEN COMMENTS: 

 
VI. CITIZEN COMMENTS 
 
VII. PUBLIC APPEARANCES 

                                           
VIII. PUBLIC HEARING 
 
IX.  MAYOR’S BUSINESS 
 

A. AUTHORIZATION TO APPLY FOR A TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES PROGRAM 
(TAP) GRANT FOR THE LINKAGE MULTI-USE PATH PROJECT AND COMMITMENT OF 
PROVIDING FUTURE MATCHING FUNDS SHOULD THE GRANT BE AWARDED BY MDOT, 
AND AUTHORIZATION FOR THE MAYOR TO SIGN ALL MDOT AND FHWA RELATED 
DOCUMENTS TO COMPLETE THE APPLICATION AND INITIATE THE PROJECT, IF 
AWARDED. 

 
B. CONSIDERATION OF AUTHORIZING PAVING USING DBST/CHIP SEAL AND SOIL 

CEMENT BASE FOR THE FOUR (4) NEWLY ACCEPTED (2017) ROADS, HENDRIX ROAD, 
ROUNDHOUSE ROAD, FANNIE DALE ROAD AND TREASURE LANE DURING THE 
2018/2019 FISCAL CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECT YEAR.  

 
C. CONSIDERATION OF APPROVING APPLICATIONS FOR WALMART GRANT FOR 

ENHANCING PUBLIC SAFETY IN THE CITY OF STARKVILLE. 
 

 X.       BOARD BUSINESS 
 

A. DISCUSS AND CONSIDER APPROVAL OF FY 2017-18 SALARY ADJUSTMENTS FOR 
EMPLOYEES IDENTIFIED IN PHASE 1 THAT RESULTED FROM THE PAY STUDY TO BE 
EFFECTIVE AT THE PAY PERIOD BEGINNING JANUARY 19, 2018. 

 
XI. DEPARTMENT BUSINESS 

 
A. AIRPORT  
           THERE ARE NO ITEMS FOR THIS AGENDA 

                          
B.    COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

      
1. CODE ENFORCEMENT  

   THERE ARE NO ITEMS FOR THIS AGENDA 
 



 

2. PLANNING 
   THERE ARE NO ITEMS FOR THIS AGENDA 
 

C. COURTS 
  THERE ARE NO ITEMS FOR THIS AGENDA 

 
D. ENGINEERING 

 
1. REQUEST APPROVAL OF GARVER AS THE PREFERRED CONSULTANT FOR THE MILL 

STREET ARC PROJECT (PROJECT #MS-18956) AND AUTHORIZATION FOR THE 
MAYOR TO NEGOTIATE AND EXECUTE AN ENGINEERING CONSULTANT 
CONTRACT IN ACCORDANCE WITH MISSISSIPPI PROCUREMENT PROCEDURES, 
ARC GUIDELINES AND UPON REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF THE CITY ATTORNEY.  

                      
E. FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 
 

1. REQUEST APPROVAL OF THE CITY OF STARKVILLE CLAIMS DOCKET FOR ALL 
DEPARTMENTS INCLUDING STARKVILLE UTILITIES DEPARTMENT AS OF DECEMBER 
28, 2017 FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING 9/30/18,  ACKNOWLEDGING THAT THE CITY CLERK 
HAS ATTESTED AND CERTIFIED ON THE COVER OF THE CLAIMS DOCKET THAT ALL 
CLAIMS ON THE DOCKET ARE TRUE, ACCURATE, LAWFUL AND PROPER TO THE BEST 
OF HER KNOWLEDGE, FOR PAYMENT PURSUANT TO HER DUTIES UNDER MISS. CODE 
SECTIONS 21-39-5, 21-39-7, 21-39-9, 21-39-17 AND 21-15-21. 

 
F. FIRE DEPARTMENT  

THERE ARE NO ITEMS FOR THIS AGENDA    
G. HUMAN RESOURCES 

THERE ARE NO ITEMS FOR THIS AGENDA    
H. INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

                       THERE ARE NO ITEMS FOR THIS AGENDA 
I. PARKS 

                      THERE ARE NO ITEMS FOR THIS AGENDA 
J. POLICE DEPARTMENT  

 
1. CONSIDERATION TO APPLY FOR FY19 POLICE TRAFFIC SAFETY GRANT FUNDING IN 

THE AMOUNT $16,000.00 IN 100% REIMBURSABLE FUNDS IN THE AREA OF OVERTIME 
FOR TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT, DEDICATED TO SEATBELT, CHILD RESTRAINT AND 
SPEEDING ENFORCEMENT. 
 

2. CONSIDERATION TO APPLY FOR FY19 DUI GRANT FUNDING IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$85,431.52 IN 100% REIMBURSABLE FUNDS IN THE AREA OF SALARY FOR TWO DUI 
OFFICERS, OVERTIME FOR DUI ENFORCEMENT, AND TRAVEL FOR DUI RELATED 
TRAINING.     

 
3. CONSIDERATION TO ADD THE FOLLOWING TASER’S TO CITY INVENTORY: SERIAL # 

X130060RK, SERIAL# X13006ITC AND SERIAL# X130061HK. 
 
K. SANITATION DEPARTMENT 

THERE ARE NO ITEMS FOR THIS AGENDA 
 

L. UTILITIES DEPARTMENT 
 

1.  CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL TO ACCEPT THE LOWEST AND BEST BIDS RECEIVED 
FOR THE JANUARY 1, 2018 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2018 SOURCE OF SUPPLY LISTING FOR 
STARKVILLE UTILITIES – ELECTRIC DIVISION. 



 

 
XII.  CLOSED DETERMINATION SESSION 

 
XIII.  OPEN SESSION 

 
XIV.   EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
                      A.  PERSONNEL 

                                             
XV.    OPEN SESSION 

 
XVI.   RECESS UNTIL JANUARY 16, 2018 @ 5:30 IN THE COURT ROOM AT 
           110 WEST MAIN STREET. 

 
The City of Starkville is accessible to persons with disabilities. Please call the ADA Coordinator, Joyner Williams, at (662) 323-2525, 
ext. 3121 at least forty-eight (48) hours in advance for any services requested.    
 

 
Consent items 2 – 11: 
 
 
2. CONSIDERATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 5, 2017 MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND 
BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF STARKVILLE. 
 
Upon the motion of Alderman Carver, duly seconded by Alderman Little, and adopted by the Board to approve the 
January 2, 2018 Official Agenda, and to accept items for consent, whereby the “approval of the December 5, 2017 
meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Starkville, MS” is enumerated, this consent item is thereby 
approved. 
 
3.  CONSIDERATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 15, 2017 MEETING OF THE MAYOR 
AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF STARKVILLE. 
 
Upon the motion of Alderman Carver, duly seconded by Alderman Little, and adopted by the Board to approve the 
January 2, 2018 Official Agenda, and to accept items for consent, whereby the “approval of the December 15, 2017 
meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Starkville, MS” is enumerated, this consent item is thereby 
approved. 
 
4. CONSIDERATION OF AUTHORIZATION TO APPLY FOR A TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES 
PROGRAM (TAP) GRANT FOR THE LINKAGE MULTI-USE PATH PROJECT AND COMMITMENT OF 
PROVIDING FUTURE MATCHING FUNDS SHOULD THE GRANT BE AWARDED BY MDOT, AND 
AUTHORIZATION FOR THE MAYOR TO SIGN ALL MDOT AND FHWA RELATED DOCUMENTS TO 
COMPLETE THE APPLICATION AND INITIATE THE PROJECT, IF AWARDED. 
  
Upon the motion of Alderman Carver, duly seconded by Alderman Little, and adopted by the Board to approve the 
January 2, 2018 Official Agenda as revised, and to accept items for consent, whereby the “approval of the authorization 
to apply for a Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) grant for the Linkage Multi-use path project and 
commitment of providing future matching funds should the grant be awarded by MDOT, and authorization for the 
Mayor to sign all MDOT and FHWA related documents to complete the application and initiate the project, if awarded” 
is enumerated, this consent item is thereby approved. 
 
The City of Starkville, Oktibbeha County Board of Supervisors, and Mississippi State University are considering 
pursuing a joint Transportation Alternatives Project (TAP) Grant which will involve a multi-use path (bike and 
pedestrian) connections on Bully Boulevard, Blackjack Road, and Stone Boulevard. The proposed improvements 
would include a 10’ multi-use path separated by a shoulder with a possible merging into the roadway at the northern 
end of Blackjack, depending on roadway width and design requirements. 



 

 
Mississippi State University and Oktibbeha County have been included in the project concept discussions and they are 
supportive of the project and the route. Alternative routes to connect to MSU were evaluated; however, this was the 
most feasible route considering the compressed timeline. 

This round of TAP grants require the local share include all engineering design costs as well as a 20% local match of 
the other eligible costs (construction, construction engineering, inspection and contingencies). The preliminary cost 
estimate totals approximately $2.1M which includes an approximate $600,000 local match along with $1.5M of 
Federal funds.  

The City has proposed that all three entities partner in providing the total match, which is a similar arrangement to the 
Locksley Way Project.  This would obligate each entity to approximately $200,000.  

5.  CONSIDERATION OF AUTHORIZING PAVING USING DBST/CHIP SEAL AND SOIL CEMENT BASE 
FOR THE FOUR (4) NEWLY ACCEPTED (2017) ROADS, HENDRIX ROAD, ROUNDHOUSE ROAD, 
FANNIE DALE ROAD AND TREASURE LANE DURING THE 2018/2019 FISCAL CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENT PROJECT YEAR. 
 
Upon the motion of Alderman Carver, duly seconded by Alderman Little, and adopted by the Board to approve the 
January 2, 2018 Official Agenda, and to accept items for consent, whereby the “authorization of paving using DBST 
/ Chip seal and soil cement base for the four (4) newly accepted (2017) roads, Hendrix Road, Roundhouse Road, 
Fannie Dale Road and Treasure Lane during the 2018/2019 fiscal capital improvement project year” is enumerated, 
this consent item is thereby approved. 
 
6. CONSIDERATION OF APPROVING APPLICATIONS FOR WALMART GRANT FOR ENHANCING 
PUBLIC SAFETY IN THE CITY OF STARKVILLE. 
 
Upon the motion of Alderman Carver, duly seconded by Alderman Little, and adopted by the Board to approve the 
January 2, 2018 Official Agenda, and to accept items for consent, whereby the “approval of the submission of 
applications for Wal-Mart Community Grant(s) for enhancing public safety” is enumerated, this consent item is 
thereby approved.  Grants range from $250 - $2,500 each. 
 
7. CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL OF GARVER AS THE PREFERRED CONSULTANT FOR THE 
MILL STREET ARC PROJECT (PROJECT #MS-18956) AND AUTHORIZATION FOR THE MAYOR TO 
NEGOTIATE AND EXECUTE AN ENGINEERING CONSULTANT CONTRACT IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH MISSISSIPPI PROCUREMENT PROCEDURES, ARC GUIDELINES AND UPON REVIEW AND 
APPROVAL OF THE CITY ATTORNEY. 
 
Upon the motion of Alderman Carver, duly seconded by Alderman Little, and adopted by the Board to approve the 
January 2, 2018 Official Agenda, and to accept items for consent, whereby the “approval of Garver as the preferred 
consultant for the Mill Street ARC project (Project #MS-18956) and authorization for the Mayor to negotiate and 
execute an engineering consultant contract in accordance with Mississippi procurement procedures, ARC guidelines 
and upon review and approval of the City Attorney” is enumerated, this consent item is thereby approved.   
 
The City of Starkville was awarded an ARC grant to improve Mill Street providing improved roadway, pedestrian, 
pavement surface and safety enhancements. Golden Triangle PDD has been coordinating and completed the 
Environmental review for the project. The City solicited proposals from interested firms via a publicly advertised RFP. 
 
The City received proposals from two firms- Garver and Neel Schaffer. The proposals were reviewed and scored by 
City and GTPDD staff. A copy of the scoresheet follows.  According to the scoring criteria and submitted information, 
it was a consensus that Garver best responded to the proposal request. A copy of each proposal is available for viewing 
in the City Clerks office. 
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
 
The City of Starkville will accept sealed proposals from qualified firms and individuals interested in providing Survey, 
Engineering and Inspection Services for a proposed street improvements project which will construct/reconstruct 
vehicular and pedestrian facilities and upgrade storm water drainage pipes and inlets, utilizing Appalachian Regional 
Commission (ARC) Grant funds. 
 
Engineering Services required include, but are not limited to, surveying, geotechnical investigation, project design, 
administration and construction supervision, preparation of specifications, supervision of bid procedures and resident 
inspection of the project, which consists of roadway improvements, sidewalk installation, site lighting and storm drainage 
replacement on Mill Street.   The contract will be on a fixed price basis. 
 
To be considered, the proposal must respond to all requirements of this Legal Advertisement.  The recommended proposal 
length should not exceed 25 pages, exclusive of appendices.  The resumes (which should not exceed two (2) pages per 
individual in length), SF-330 Part II, proof of State Licensure and certificates requirements, and other information not 
relevant to the requirements should be included in the appendices.  The Consultant’s cover letter, table of contents, 
summaries and introductions, team organizational chart, past performances and any other responses to the evaluation 
criteria should be included in the 25 pages.  Pages should be numbered, single-spaces, one-sided, 8.5” by 11” with 
margins of at least one-inch on all four sides.  No more than five (5) pages may be 11” by 17”, but they may count as two 
(2) sheets each against the recommended 25 page maximum.  Information within the recommended 25 page limit of the 
proposal should be complete and sufficient in scope for the selection committee to evaluate the Consultant.   
 
Award of the aforementioned contract will be made to the responsible party whose proposal is most advantageous to the 
City of Starkville.  Proposals will be rated according to the following criteria: 1) Demonstrated Competence and 
Qualifications of the Firm and Staff – Provide a resume for each principal member, project engineer and employee(s) of 
the firm anticipated to be assigned to this project; 2) Past Performance and Experience of similar projects – Information 
regarding the experience of the firm on recent (past 3 years) projects as well as knowledge of the City of Starkville’s 
roadway and pedestrian improvements and standards; 3) Experience, performance and qualifications of the team’s Project 
Engineer and Lead Inspector(s).  All proposals will be rated on the following system to determine the best offeror.  
Description and Maximum Points:  Demonstrated Competence and Qualifications of the Firm and Staff – 40; Past 
Performance and Experience of similar projects – 30; Experience, performance and qualifications of the team’s Project 
Engineer and Lead Inspector(s) – 30; Total - 100 Points.  Cost is not a factor in the selection process and should not be a 
part of the proposal.  Cost will be negotiated with the firm or individual receiving the highest rating according to the 
stated criteria  
 
The selection committee using the above selection criteria will review proposals.  Each member of the committee will 
assign points to each criteria based on the content of the proposal.  Negotiations will be conducted to determine a mutually 
satisfactory contract, first with the firm receiving the highest accumulated points, as rated by the committee.  If a mutually 
satisfactory contract cannot be negotiated with the firm, the firm will be requested to submit a best and final offer in 
writing.  If a contract cannot be reached after this best and final offer, negotiations with that firm will be terminated and 
negotiations will be initiated with subsequently listed firms in order of rating.  This procedure will be continued until a 
mutually satisfactory contract has been negotiated.  In addition to reaching a fair and reasonable price for the required 
work, the objective of negotiations will be to reach an agreement on the provisions of the proposed contract including 
scope and extent of work and other essential requirements. 
 
Interested parties are invited to submit sealed proposals, five (5) copies, until 2:00 PM, Thursday, December 7, 2017 in 
the Office of the City Clerk of Starkville, Attention:  Lesa Hardin, 110 West Main Street, Starkville, Mississippi 39759.  
All proposals should be marked clearly as being a Surveying, Engineering and Inspection Services Proposal – ARC Mill 
Street Improvements.  All questions pertaining to this project should be directed to Phylis Benson, Golden Triangle 
Planning and Development District, P. O. Box 828, Starkville, MS  39760 or 662/320-2007.  City of Starkville does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex age or national origin and reserves the right to reject any and all 
proposals. 

 
 

 Lynn Spruill, Mayor 
 
Publish:  November 24, 2017 
 
 



 

 
8. CONSIDERATION TO APPLY FOR FY19 POLICE TRAFFIC SAFETY GRANT FUNDING IN THE 
AMOUNT $16,000.00 IN 100% REIMBURSABLE FUNDS IN THE AREA OF OVERTIME FOR TRAFFIC 
ENFORCEMENT, DEDICATED TO SEATBELT, CHILD RESTRAINT AND SPEEDING 
ENFORCEMENT. 
 
Upon the motion of Alderman Carver, duly seconded by Alderman Little, and adopted by the Board to approve the 
January 2, 2018 Official Agenda, and to accept items for consent, whereby the “approval of authorization to allow the 
Starkville Police Department to apply for funding with the Office of Highway Safety in the area of Traffic Enforcement 
up to $16,000.00 in 100% reimbursable funds in the area of Overtime for Traffic Enforcement, dedicated to Seatbelt, 
Child Restraint and Speeding Enforcement” is enumerated, this consent item is thereby approved. 
 
9.  CONSIDERATION TO APPLY FOR FY19 DUI GRANT FUNDING IN THE AMOUNT OF $85,431.52 IN 
100% REIMBURSABLE FUNDS IN THE AREA OF SALARY FOR TWO DUI OFFICERS, OVERTIME 
FOR DUI ENFORCEMENT, AND TRAVEL FOR DUI RELATED TRAINING.     
 
Upon the motion of Alderman Carver, duly seconded by Alderman Little, and adopted by the Board to approve the 
January 2, 2018 Official Agenda, and to accept items for consent, whereby the “approval of authorization to allow the 
Starkville Police Department to apply for funding with the Office of Highway Safety in the area of DUI Enforcement 
up to $85,431.52 in 100% reimbursable funds in the area of Salary for two DUI Officers, overtime for DUI 
Enforcement, and Travel for DUI related training” is enumerated, this consent item is thereby approved. 
 
10. CONSIDERATION TO ADD THE FOLLOWING TASER’S TO CITY INVENTORY: SERIAL # 
X130060RK, SERIAL# X13006ITC AND SERIAL# X130061HK. 
 
Upon the motion of Alderman Carver, duly seconded by Alderman Little, and adopted by the Board to approve the 
January 2, 2018 Official Agenda, and to accept items for consent, whereby the “approval to add the following tasers 
to City inventory: Serial # X130060RK, Serial# X13006I TC, Serial# X130061HK” is enumerated, this consent item 
is thereby approved. 
 
11. CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL TO ACCEPT THE LOWEST AND BEST BIDS RECEIVED FOR 
THE JANUARY 1, 2018 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2018 SOURCE OF SUPPLY LISTING FOR STARKVILLE 
UTILITIES – ELECTRIC DIVISION. 
 
Upon the motion of Alderman Carver, duly seconded by Alderman Little, and adopted by the Board to approve the 
January 2, 2018 Official Agenda, and to accept items for consent, whereby the “approval to accept the lowest and best 
bids received for the January 1, 2018 through June 30, 2018 source of supply listing for Starkville Utilities – Electric 
Division” is enumerated, this consent item is thereby approved. 
 
 
 
  





















































 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMENTS: 
 

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:    
 
Mayor Spruill recognized the Starkville Lady Yellowjackets as the 2016 – 2017 Class 6A State Basketball Champions.  
Coach Christie Williams and several players were in attendance.  
 
Mayor Spruill then announced that Alderman Roy A’. Perkins had qualified to run for 14th District Chancery Court 
Judge and wished him well. Alderman Perkins then noted the counties covered by the 14th District. 
                             
BOARD OF ALDERMEN COMMENTS:  None 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS: 
 
Alvin Turner, Ward 7, noted the December 5 and December 19 City meetings were not shown on the local cable 
channel as usual and asked that meetings be shown on the cable channel for those that are unable to attend.   He also 
reported the light at Industrial Park Road goes out when cars pass. 
 
Chris Taylor, invited all to participate in the January 15, 2018 MLK events.  Breakfast will be at The Mill followed 
by a Day of Service and concluding with a 2:00 P.M. March ending at Unity Park. 
 
PUBLIC APPEARANCES: None  
 
PUBLIC HEARING: None  
 
12. CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL OF FY 2017-18 SALARY ADJUSTMENTS. 
 
Alderman and Budget Chairman Sistrunk presented FY 2017-18 salary adjustments for employees identified in Phase 
1 that resulted from the pay study.  The purpose of the study was for Starkville to be in line with other similar cities.  
The Fire, Street and Sanitation departments were adjusted in the previous term.  No tax or rate increase will be needed 
for the implementation of this plan.  $150,000 was included in the FY 18 budget and will be adjusted to the various 
departments if the plan is adopted. 
 
Alderman Sistrunk offered a motion to approve FY 2017 – 2018 salary adjustments for officers and employees of the 
City of Starkville, MS as presented by the City’s Human Resource Director to the Mayor and Board of Aldermen 
during their regular meeting on January 2, 2018, with the following conditions: 
 

1. Adjustments in Phase I take effect in the pay period beginning January 5, 2018; 
2. Adjustments in Phase II relating to Non-Department Heads take effect in the pay period beginning July 5, 

2018;  
3. Adjustments in Phase II relating to Department Heads take effect in the pay period beginning October 3, 

2018; 
4. The officers and employees of the City continue their employment pursuant to this new salary structure in 

accordance with Miss. Code §§21-3-3, 21-3-5, 21-15-3 and 21-15-41, pending subsequent action by the 
Board of Aldermen; and 

5. Nothing in this motion shall create, or intends to create, any interest in the jobs and positions of the 
municipality other than what is allowed by law, and that all municipal employees remain at-will employees 
subject to the hiring and firing authority of the Starkville Board of Aldermen. 

 
Alderman Carver offered a second to the motion and the Board voted as follows: 
 
Alderman Ben Carver   Voted: Yea 
Alderman Sandra Sistrunk Voted: Yea 
Alderman David Little   Voted:  Yea 



 

Alderman Jason Walker Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Patrick Miller Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Roy A’. Perkins  Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Henry Vaughn, Sr.  Voted:  Yea 
 
Having received a majority affirmative vote, the Mayor declared the motion passed. 
 
13. CONSIDERATION OF THE CITY OF STARKVILLE CLAIMS DOCKET FOR ALL DEPARTMENTS 
INCLUDING STARKVILLE UTILITIES DEPARTMENT AS OF DECEMBER 28, 2017 FOR FISCAL 
YEAR ENDING 9/30/18. 
 

Upon the motion of Alderman Walker, duly seconded by Alderman Carver, to approve the City of Starkville Claims 
Docket for all departments as of December 28, 2017 for fiscal year ending 9/30/18, acknowledging that the City Clerk 
has attested and certified on the record, to be placed in the Minutes of this meeting, that all claims on the docket are 
true, accurate, lawful, and proper for payment pursuant to her duties under Miss. Code Sections 21-39-5, 21-39-7, 21-
39-9, 21-39-17 and 21-15-21 to the best of her knowledge, the Board voted as follows: 
 
Alderman Ben Carver   Voted: Yea 
Alderman Sandra Sistrunk Voted: Yea 
Alderman David Little   Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Jason Walker Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Patrick Miller Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Roy A’. Perkins  Voted:  Nay 
Alderman Henry Vaughn, Sr.  Voted:  Nay 
 
Having received a majority affirmative vote, the Mayor declared the motion passed. 
 

General Fund 001 $   447,258.44 
Airport Fund 015 38,061.36 
Restricted Airport 016 4,389.95 
Sanitation 022 23,600.06 
Landfill 023   6,456.49 
Industrial Park Bond 303 10,496.30 
Capital Improvement Projects 319 14,852.00 
Sub Total Before Utilities  $   545,114.60 
Utilities Dept. SED 690,972.08 
Total Claims Total $ 1,221,334.57 

 
14. A MOTION TO ENTER INTO A CLOSED SESSION TO DETERMINE IF THERE IS PROPER CAUSE 
FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION.   
 
There came for consideration the matter of entering a closed session to determine if there is a proper cause for executive 
session.  Upon the Motion of Alderman Little, seconded by Alderman Vaughn, to enter into a Closed Session to 
determine if there is proper cause for Executive Session, the Board voted as follows:  
 
Alderman Ben Carver   Voted: Yea 
Alderman Sandra Sistrunk Voted: Yea 
Alderman David Little   Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Jason Walker Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Patrick Miller Voted:  Yea 



 

Alderman Roy A’. Perkins  Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Henry Vaughn, Sr.  Voted:  Yea 
 
Having received a majority affirmative vote, the Mayor declared the motion passed.   
The Board entered closed session.   
 
15. A MOTION TO ENTER EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR THE PURPOSE OF DISCUSSION OF THE 
SPECIFIC JOB PERFORMANCE OF AN EMPLOYEE IN THE PARKS DEPARTMENT AND AN 
EMPLOYEE IN THE POLICE DEPARTMENT. 
 
Alderman Sistrunk offered a motion to enter Executive Session for the purpose of discussion of the specific job 
performance of an employee in the Parks Department and an employee of the Police Department on a finding that the 
proposed topics qualified for Executive Session.  Following a second by Alderman Little, the Board voted as follows 
to enter Executive Session: 
 
Alderman Ben Carver   Voted: Yea 
Alderman Sandra Sistrunk Voted: Yea 
Alderman David Little   Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Jason Walker Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Patrick Miller Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Roy A’. Perkins  Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Henry Vaughn, Sr.  Voted:  Yea 
 
Having received an affirmative vote, the Mayor declared the motion passed. 
 
The Mayor invited the public back in, and after allowing the public time to enter the room, made the announcement of 
the Board’s decision to enter into Executive Session for the purpose of discussion of the specific job performance of 
an employee in the Parks Department and an employee of the Police Department on a finding that the proposed topics 
qualified for Executive Session.   
 
At this time, the Board entered Executive Session.  
 
16.  A MOTION TO RETURN TO OPEN SESSION. 
 
Upon the motion of Alderman Vaughn, duly seconded by Alderman Little, to return to Open Session, the Board voted 
as follows: 
 
Alderman Ben Carver   Voted: Yea 
Alderman Sandra Sistrunk Voted: Yea 
Alderman David Little   Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Jason Walker Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Patrick Miller Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Roy A’. Perkins  Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Henry Vaughn, Sr.  Voted:  Yea 
 
Having received a majority affirmative vote, the Mayor declared the motion passed. 
 
The Mayor invited the public back in and then announced that the Board had taken action in Executive Session.  The 
Board Attorney then read the two motions passed in Executive Session. 
 
17.  A MOTION TO TERMINATE THE EMPLOYMENT OF THE PARK DIRECTOR. 
 
Upon the motion of Alderman Perkins, duly seconded by Alderman Little, that the City terminate the employment of 
Herman Peters, effective immediately, and that the Human Resources Director, IT Director and Chief of Police take 
any and all necessary steps to effectuate the termination, the Board voted as follows: 



 

 
Alderman Ben Carver   Voted: Yea 
Alderman Sandra Sistrunk Voted: Yea 
Alderman David Little   Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Jason Walker Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Patrick Miller Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Roy A’. Perkins  Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Henry Vaughn, Sr.  Voted:  Yea 
 
Having received a majority affirmative vote, the Mayor declared the motion passed. 
 
18.  A MOTION TO PLACE POLICE DISPATCHER LATICE FISHER ON ADMINISTRATIVE LEAVE 
WITHOUT PAY. 
 
Upon the motion of Alderman Perkins, duly seconded by Alderman Vaughn, that the City place Police Dispatcher 
Latice Fisher on administrative leave without pay effective immediately, the Board voted as follows: 
 
Alderman Ben Carver   Voted: Yea 
Alderman Sandra Sistrunk Voted: Yea 
Alderman David Little   Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Jason Walker Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Patrick Miller Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Roy A’. Perkins  Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Henry Vaughn, Sr.  Voted:  Yea 
 
Having received a majority affirmative vote, the Mayor declared the motion passed. 
 
19.   MOTION TO RECESS UNTIL JANUARY 16, 2018 @ 5:30 IN THE COURT ROOM AT CITY HALL  
LOCATED AT 110 WEST MAIN STREET. 

 
Upon the motion of Alderman Vaughn, duly seconded by Alderman Sistrunk, for the Board of Aldermen to recess the 
meeting until January 16, 2018 @ 5:30 at 110 West Main Street in the Court Room of City Hall, the Board voted as 
follows:  
 
Alderman Ben Carver   Voted: Yea 
Alderman Sandra Sistrunk Voted: Yea 
Alderman David Little   Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Jason Walker Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Patrick Miller Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Roy A’. Perkins  Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Henry Vaughn, Sr.  Voted:  Yea 
 
Having received a majority affirmative vote, Mayor Spruill declared the motion passed.  
 
SIGNED AND SEALED THIS THE _______ DAY OF ____________________ 2018. 
 
                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                         Attest:  
______________________________  
D. LYNN SPRUILL, MAYOR                                                                           ______________________________ 

 LESA HARDIN, CITY CLERK 
    
       (SEAL) 
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